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REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  CI’-PICER  OF  HEALTH,  19-39 


Goun 


To  th 

or 

^ ^''Mayor 


cil  of  the  Borough  of  Bridgnor-uh. 

Lad:.02  and  Gentlerrion, 

present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  th©  yea 


1939. 


Puolic  Ji  e a It. a 0 f fleers  of  the  Authority  . 

Hedioal  Officer  of  Healthy  LoE,  Dickson,  M.Dc  (part  timo}„ 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Pood  Inspector,  H.H.  Thomas, 

(appointed  in  June)  C.R.Sd.  and  S.I.E.(Jt,  board)  (whole-ti.ie  ) 

SeOo  A STATISTICS  AND  SOCI AL  CONDITIONS  CP  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  . . .2,509. 

Registrar  General -s  estimate  of 

(a)  resident  popuD.ation  mid  1939... 5,319. 

(b  } average  population  appropriate  to  the 

calculation  of  doiith  races,..,..,....,. ..5,451. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1939, 
according  to  the  Rate  Book... 1,819. 


R ateaolc  "value  .<'....c99..o.tie, , 108 . 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ..o  . £107 . 

S OCIAL  CONDITIONS . 

The  usual  industries  nave  been  carried  on  during  the 

year , 

Unemployment  was  highest  in  May  when  there  were  109 
wholly  unemployed  and  247  temporarily  employed,  and  lowest  in 
December  when  the  numbers  were  38  wholly  and  no  temporarily 
employed. 

Evacuation.  650  children  and  mothers  were  received  in 
the  Borough  in  September,  At  the  end  of  the  year  many  of  "Chese 
had  returned  to  their  own  homos. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR . 


Live  Births  » 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legit "imate . 
lixegit imate . 

57. 

31.  26. ) 

^ Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  the 

9. 

5.  4.  ) 

' estimated  resident  population 
mid  1939.  12„59. 

Stillbirths- 

5. 

3. 

2;. 

Rate  per  1,000 
still  births 

total  live  and 
70.4 

Deaths- 

72. 

34.  38. 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated 

average  population,  13,2 


Gom.par ability  factor  0,8,  Adjusted  Death  Rate.  10.56. 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : - RATE  PER  l^OO^TO^L  Jj^E__AITO 


Puerperal  Sepsis  2iv,  0, 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0,  0. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  15.1 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  borths  17.5 
Illegitimate  " " illegitimate  '*  0.0 

Deatns  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ..10. 

" " li'easles 0 . 

" "•  Wliooping  Congh . 0 . 

" ” Diarrhoea  (under  two  yrs’.  of  age),..,  0, 


1 


Soc.  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


1. 

2. 


Public  Health  Officers  - see-  above. 

( a ) Laboratory  Facilities . 

In  addit ion  to  tlie  e./cis t ing  facilities  an  Eire  rgency 
Public  Health  Laboratoi'r  Service  is  available  at  Wrekin 
College,  Wellington. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Xp^^Pg  Under  this  r cheme  in  addition  to  the  Borough 
Ambulance,  a Mobile  Un‘;.t  and  two  First  Aid  Ambulances 
have  been  equipped  for  use  and  are  based  in  the  town. 

( c ) Nursing  in  the  homo , 

Tne  existing  facilil ies  were  taxed  to  the  utmost  when 
evacuated  children  wer-  received  in  the  autumn.  The  one 
additional  nurse  alloc  ’.ted  to  the  area  only  partly 
relieved  the  strain. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres,  con'*  inue  as  before. 

Monday  is  now  the  Welfare  day  instead  of  Saturday. 

( e ) Hospitals . 

‘Bridgnorth  Public  Assistance  Institution  is  incorporated 
in  the  Emergency  Medical  Services  as  an  A,1  Hospital. 

All  inmates  are  to  be  evacuated  immediately  in  an 
emergency.  Considerable  alterations  are  being  carried 
out  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Infirmary.  25 
patients  from  Wolverhampton  Royal  Hospital  were  received 
in  September  and  v/ere  all  eventually  discharged  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Sec.  a.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 


1.  (1)  Water . 1920  yards  of  new  mains  have  been  laid. 

Rindleford  Borehole  Supply.  After  various  delays  this 
s ch eine  was  br oug'hX" int d ope rdi i on  in  August  1939. 
Baoter^ogical  and  chemical  analysis  proved  the  water  to 
be  of  excellent  quality  but  slightly  harder  than  the 
previous  supply  taken  from  the  River  Severn.  An  agreement 
was  entered  into  with  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  for  a 
supply  to  a locality  within  the  area,  up  to  a maximum  of 
150,  000  gallons  per  diem,  with  a proviso  that  the  Borough 
shpply  should  not  be  ^,eopardiaed. 

Oldbury  Wells  Spring.  This  spring  maintained  a steady 
flow  throughout'  *the*"*year . 

River  Severn  Supply.  This  outfit  ceased  to  function  when 
the  Rindleford  BorehoTe  supply  came  into  operation. 

Quatford  The  extension  of  the  public  supply  of  water 
is  being  carried  out.  1400  yards  of  mains  have  been  laid. 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  250  yards  of  new  sewers  were  laid 
during  the  year . 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams . The  Cantreyn  Brook  shows  about  the  same 
degree  oi'  pol.I.ution  as  in  1938. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation.  There  is  nothing  fresh  to  report  in 
this*  matter. 

Public  Cleansing . The  new  refuse  tip  is  now  in  sati sf ac uor^r 
working^'order  and  the  infestation  by  rats  has  been  diminished. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  ^the  Area.  A report  by  your  Sanitary 
InspecL-or  is 'appendea ~ "" 


Shops  and  Offices.  No  formal  action  has  been  taken. 
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Camping  Sites.  There  has  orly  been  a moderate  use  of  these 

Smoke  Abatement,  No  action  r.as  been  taken  in  this  matter. 

Swimming  Baths , There  has  ceen  no  alteration  in  these. 

Eradication  of  bed  bugs.  A special  reference  to  this 
ma^uter  is  made  ’ in  your  "E’anit  ary  Inspectors  report, 

4.  Schools . The  sanitary  condition  of  these  has  not  been 
cnangod . 

Sec.  D.  HObSING. 


Thirty~3ix  new  houses  v/ere  erected  during  the  year. 

One  demolition  and  one  closing  order  were  madd. 

The  reception  of  evacuated  ihildren  from  Liverpool  made 
it  difficult  to  control  the  overcrowding  of  houses^  but 
no  cases  have  been  reported  from  tlvis  causer-, 

Sec  . E.  2^S PECTION  ANP  SUPERVISION^  OF  FOG D 

The  usual  routine  inspections  have  boon  carefully  carried 
out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectoro  and  there  nas  been  little  to 
report  in  this  matter. 

Sec.  F,  PREVALANCE  OE,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

ANDVriilR  DISEASES 

There  were  on?.y  6 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  notified  in  1939. 

There  were  epidemics  of  Chicken  Pcx  in  the  first  quarter, 
and  VJhooping  Cough  in  the  second  and  -Liiird  quart e?C3  . 

A few  cases  of  Catarrhal  Jaundice  o red  in  one  school o 

No  action  to  provide  artificial  imrionisation  against 
diphtheria  was  taken. 

The  evacuation  of  school  children,  mothers  and  children 
from  Liverpool  caused  no  noticeable  increase  ii:.  notifiable 
infectious  diseases,, 


Cas e s of  Infections  Pise ag oc  adjidtted  to  the  Isolation 

H o s p 1 ’j  a 1 « 

From  the  Borough,  From  the  Bridgnorth  Rural  Dis 
Scarlet  Fever i G.  1-. 

Diptheria.  3 sujspooted.  5. 


Npjt ab  1 e_Di s e_as e^s  (other  th an  Tube rculosis  ) dur 

Total  Casef"~  ’ Cases  admitted  Total 
Notified.  ^ 


Scarlet  Fever  6. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  2, 
Pneumonia.  4, 
Erysipelas,  3. 


6.  0. 

I. , 0 , 

0.  2, 

0.  0. 
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Age  Inc 

idence  of  Notifj.ed  Cases 

of  Infectious  Disease: 

Age  Period. 

Scarlet  Pue/peral 

Pneumonia . 

Erysipelas . 

o years. 

Feye^  Pyr exia . 

1 . 

5 years. 

5 r 

10  years. 

J-  ® 

SR. 

20  years . 

1.  2. 

ac 

35  years . 

~ 

1. 

45  yea  rs . 

tn 

1 

2;, 

65  years . 

3. 

in 

oc  unwards . 

Prevention  of  Blindnesc^  No  special  action  has  been 
t a':en  / 


TUBERCULOSIS  . 

New  *^a3es  and"lbrtaljE:y  'Hnring  19-39. 


Periods 


New  Casesc 

Respiratory  K'on~ 

Risj.'iratory 


M.  F. 


M,  F 


Deaths 


Respiratory' 
M.  F, 


Non- 

Respiratory , 
‘Mc  F. 


m. 


- 1 


45 

55 

65 

& unwards 


1 


Tuberculosis  is  efficiently  notified  in  the  area  and 
there  were  nc  non-notified  deaths  in  the  area. 


I an^  Your  obedient  Servant^ 

(Sgd)  L.E.  DICKSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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- SANITARY  C T 0^’ S_ R i PCRT  FOR  THE  YEAR  , 

To  the  May Alderm^ n_  and  Cpu : i -;illor s , 

G-ouncillor  Mrs.  Weale  and  GentY^men, 

I beg  to  submit  a 

summary  of  the  worh  of  tho  HeaY':h  Department  for  the  year  1939, 


Inspections  made.,  903. 
Revisits . . 77 . 
Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  liivestigated , , 8. 
Number  of  Houses  Disinfected,,  21. 
Inspections  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders,,  38. 
Inspections  under  the  Factories  Act..  97. 
Inspections  of  Slaughtering  and  Slaughter-houses.,  218. 
Samples  of  Water  collected  for  inalysis..  10. 


In  all  82  Informal  Notices  were  served^  and  to  enforce  com- 
pliance  it  v/as  found  necessary  to  serve  4 Statutory  Notices. 

During  the  year  157  complaints  were  investigated  regarding 
repairs  etc.  existing  on  Council  properly j repairs  were  carried 
out  and  defects  remedied  in  the  case  of  90  houses . 


Supervision  and  Inspection  of  Foo ds . 


Premises  upon  which  Foods  are  prepared  and  exposed  for  sale  are 
periodically  inspected.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Foods 
found  upon  examination  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  and  destroyed: 


Meat . 

Approx 


Doscrlption. 


weight,  978  lbs. 


Reasons  for 
Condemnation. 


Tuberculosis . 


Offals,  Lungs  Livers  etc. 
Approx,,  weight.  130  lbs. 


Paraistic  and  Bacterial 
Diseases  . 


The  Food  and  Drugs  Act . 

Sampling  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Acts  is  undertaken  by  the 
Police,  and  I am  indebted  to  Superintendent  Ridgv/ay  for  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken: - 


Samples . 

Nev/  Milk. 
Butter . 
Oatmeal. 


Arrowroot . 

Lard . 

Ground  Ginger. 
Brawn  0 


Number 


taken , 


1. 

1, 


All  the  samples  taken  were  found  to  be  gc-.iuine . 

Slaughter  of  AniLm.al3  Act,  1955. 


Dviring  the  year  24  persons  were  granted  licences  to  slaughter 
in  accordance  Y/ith  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 


Petro leum  ( Re^Tat iqjq)_Ac ts  ^ 1923 -1930 . 

The  following  licences  were  granted  during  the  year- 
Number  of  licences  renewed..  33, 

New  licences  grantedoo  2, 

Liceiioes  Transferred'...  1. 


Routine  inspections  of  licensed  prendsus  are  carried  out  and 
the  conditions  under  v;hich  the  licences  are  granted  are  found 


to  be  observed. 


The  Fac uor ie s Act,  1958. 


During  the  year  4 certificates  v/ere  granted  in  respect  of 
premises  regarding  the  means  available  for  escape  in  case 


fpnr 
of  fire 


H .H  . THOMAS  . Sanitary  Inspec  i;  or  . 


y 


